DECEMBER 2020

A P U B L I C AT I O N O F T H E C A N D L E L I G H T P L A Z A C I V I C C L U B
PUMPKIN CARVING WINNERS

By Chase Baker, D.D.S.

The Candlelight Plaza
Civic Club’s Holiday
Committee would like
to thank all the neighbors who participated
in our 1st Annual
Pumpkin Carving
Contest. We had some
great entries!
This year’s winners
were awarded a skeleton to commemorate
their achievement.

Most Creative

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS ...

Scariest 1071 Lehman
The Miller Family

4919 Apollo

The Bayer Family

All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth -- and
all of the rest of them too!
The holidays are upon us, and there’s no finer time to
be sure that our teeth are in tip top shape for the New
Year. Hopefully it won’t be long before we’re able to
show off our smiles again in public! Here are a few holiday tips to keep those pearly whites looking and feeling
their best.
Avoid using your teeth as tools. Using your teeth tearing tape, cutting ribbon, or opening a bottle (yikes!) is a
great way to chip or break one or more teeth. Avoid a
dental emergency and reach for the scissors or a bottle
opener instead.
Be careful with sticky and hard sweets. Candy canes
and toffees abound this time of year. It’s possible to crack
a tooth on these hard candies, and the sticky treats easily
get stuck in the grooves of your teeth and can lead to a
cavity.
Drink plenty of water especially when drinking sugary drinks like cider, eggnog and champagne. This will
help to balance the sugar and acid levels, and protect
your teeth from excess plaque build up and acid erosion.
Don’t forget to brush and floss! It’s easy to get
“wrapped up” in the festivities and skip the obvious oral
care while in a rush. Brushing twice a day for two
minutes is best. Keep some floss handy as well – flossing
at least once a day significantly improves your gum
health.
Follow these simple tips, and you can be sure your
mouth will keep you smiling all the way through the
Holidays and into 2021!
Carrie and Chase Baker are residents of Candlelight Plaza

HISTORY OF OUR CHRISTMAS
CANDLES ON PAGE 2

Best COVID

1027 Lehman

The Hanrahan Family
www.candlelightplazacivicclub.com
www.facebook.com/groups/CandlelightPlazaCivicClub |www.candlelightplaza.nextdoor.com

CANDLELIGHT PLAZA CHRISTMAS CANDLES
By Susan Fitzpatrick
Back in 2012, my curiosity was
peeked as to how the custom of placing candles in our yards came about.
My research led me to JoAnn Thompson. During our visit, she shared that
she and her husband Jack came up
with the idea in 1985.
Along with neighbors Red and Helen
Donaghe, Tom and Evelyn Shupak
and the Weinholds, these residents
made the first candles.
They decorated their homes by placing the candles with spotlights shining on them in the right side of their
lawns. Their sidewalks were lined
with translucent Dixie cups placed
over red lights and candles were
placed in their windows. The Thompsons dressed up as Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus and their children wore
elves costumes and walked around
the yards. (Rumor has it Joann still
has those costumes…)

Soon other neighbors were following
these few residents’ examples and
decorating their homes in the same
manner and Candlelight Plaza was
being acknowledged as “the area” to
see. During the nights preceding
Christmas, the Thompsons clocked
up to 350 cars per hour which came
through the neighborhood to see the
lights and yard decorations. There
was so much traffic at one time, that
police were needed to direct it. What
a sight that must have been.

I look forward to seeing all the candles, again, along with our newest
tradition: Christmas arches.
Let’s all enjoy the last month of 2020
and pray that 2021 will be a much
happier time for all. Happy Holidays!

Speaking of the sights of the season,
there were so many wonderfully decorated homes in our neighborhood
last year, and this year looks to be
even better. It is a joy to ride through
and note the tremendous efforts
which our residents exercise. To all
of you who work hard on setting out
your decorations, thank you. The
pride which you exhibit is appreciated.

S E C UR I TY AN D CR IM E RE P O RT
Constables canvassed the area and
were able to locate several surveillance cameras however none of the
offense was captured on any of the
An armed robbery occurred recameras.
cently in the 900 block of 41st Street Please be aware of your surroundin Garden Oaks, occurring between ings and watchful when driving
9-10 p.m.
home for followers, even if you drive
Harris County Precinct 1 Constable right into your garage or gated yard.
Deputies were called. Upon arrival, The suspicion is that the victims may
the victim advised the Deputies that have been followed home from dinhe and his wife had returned to their ing out.
home from dinner and pulled into
NEW CIVIC CLUB
the garage. When the victim attempted to close the garage door, he
SECURITY CHAIR
noticed it would not close. He went
to see what the issue was and as he
WILL COOK has volunteered to be
exited the garage into the driveway our Civic Club Chairman of the Searea he was approached by two gun- curity Committee. Will is one of our
men.
newest residents and is finishing a
One of the gunmen pointed a black remodel at 1003 Lehman.
semi-automatic handgun at him and
backed him against the wall in the
STREET SAFETY
garage. The same gunman demanded
the victim's watch and then ripped
Have an extra heads up while walkone of the necklaces from the vicing and driving our streets during
tim’s neck. The two males then fled the holidays. Drivers and pedestrians
into a waiting dark colored 4-door
will be admiring the beautiful decosedan and left the area at a high rate rations and not necessarily looking
of speed. The victim and his wife
out for YOU. Be alert.
were unharmed.

ARMED ROBBERY
IN GARDEN OAKS

Lawson, Weinhold, Thompson, Donaghe,
making Christmas Candles, October 1984.

from The Leader, 1984
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75% of folks have paid dues. We are at 95% for constable funding. I sent out another invoice to those
who haven’t paid, so I’m optimistic we’ll make it to
100% on the constable program.
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ALMOST ADIOS
Next month, January 2021, will be my final Candlegram to publish and edit. A volunteer is needed to continue our newsletter
tradition.
While there hasn’t been a lot of subdivision news and activity for
most of 2020, it is hoped that will change once life returns to
“normal.”
Please consider contributing time and energy to the subdivision.
I’d like to see the neighborhood continue as an involved and informed community.
Contact Civic Club President Cyndi Moore to offer your service.

Plaza Moms Announces Holiday in the Park Saturday, Dec. 5th, 9-11am!
This year, step into our neighborhood winter
wonderland at Shepherd Park for:
- Holiday crafts for the kids
- A visit to the North Pole Express mailbox to drop
your letters to Santa
- Breakfast and coffee, plus a special coloring
contest, compliments of our generous event sponsor, IndyQuest Properties
ALSO, family photos from neighborhood photographer, Bouchet Images, featuring the one and
only Santa Claus! (No lap photos–families will be
placed at a safe distance from Santa.)
Families must RSVP online at tinyurl.com/
plazamomsrsvp to pick a time slot to arrive within. These time slots are just for arrival, you can
stay as long as you like or feel free to pick up your
crafts and food & take them to go!
This event is for 2020-21 Plaza Moms members
and their families. If you haven’t paid your dues,
please do so before signing up for your time slot.
Find us on PayPal, Plaza.moms.houston@gmail.com.
Not a member, but want to join us? Send an email
to plaza.moms.houston@gmail.com and we'll get
you set up!

Greetings from Durham!
We are happy to report that our first virtual gala was a success! While it wasn’t the fun, inperson gathering we typically enjoy, we still managed to have a good time and raise money for
our beloved school. We are excited to share that the silent and live auctions raised close to
$14,000!
A huge thank you to our gala sponsors: Cork Creative, Third Born Ginger Beer, the Moore Real
Estate Group, Burns Construction, and Aitu Taub State Farm agent.
We also recently held our first virtual Dalmatian Dance Off (formerly known as Spotty Fun Run). Students gathered
pledges and participated in the dance off to see how many dance moves they could complete to earn those pledges.
Thanks to all of you who supported a Durham student!
While fundraising is only PART of the PTA’s mission, it supports many important initiatives, programs and gifts to
Durham. At the November PTA meeting, members voted to gift technology, International Baccalaureate materials, and
walkie talkies (for increased safety) to the school.
We hope all of our neighbors have a very safe and happy holiday season!
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