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Christmas  decoration award winners  

 

Best Area I  
The Wabnitz Family 

1111 Del Norte  

Best Area II  
The McFarland Family  

1059 Lehman 

Best Area III 
The Fariss Family 
4911 Candlecrest  

This past holiday season was extra special in 

Candlelight Plaza and there’s no doubt that 

it’s just what we needed after the roller 

coaster year of 2020. Neighbors went above 

and beyond with their decorating, which 

flooded our streets with lights and our 

hearts with joy. The abundance of Christmas 

spirit on display did not go unnoticed by the 

holiday committee. Even with two new cate-

gories this year, it was tough to narrow 

down the winners. The holiday committee 

would like to thank everyone for their out-

standing efforts and remind neighbors that 

we do our best to spread around the love 

and not repeat winners back to back years.  

So, if you love to win but didn’t get an 

award again this year, come back strong for 

Christmas 2021!   

Best Area IV 
The Helstrom Family 

990 Bethlehem  

Best Door 
Karen Carr 

1022 Lehman  

Best Cul De Sac 
Park Plaza’s Puppy Park  

Best Religious  
Cindy “Nana” Roy 

1143 Lehman  

Best Winter Wonderland  
Cul de Sac of 

900 Del Norte 

Best Overall 
Ray Dunn & Diane Frels 

1023 Lehman  

Most Creative 
The Schultea Family 

4914 Candlemist  



Soc ial   

CANDLEGRAM EDIT OR 

NEEDED  

Houston’s district c at work 

The office of District C Council Member, Abbie Kamin, has been hard 
at work on behalf of Candlelight Plaza these past few months! This past 
fall, several neighbors who are also parents of Frank Black Middle 
School students, expressed their concerns with the safety of their chil-
dren biking to/from school. The issue being the light at Thornton & 
Ella would not change when kids approached on bikes, leaving them 
stuck for long periods of time with a red light and on occasion, forcing 
the students to cross Ella on red. 

Following an initial 311 request, Heidi Skiff reached out to Council 
Member Abbie Kamin’s office on Nov 20, asking for their help in expe-
diting the request. Ngan Nguyen, District C’s Director of Constituent 
Services jumped right in, responding to our correspondence and expe-
diting the project. Consequently, the cross walk signals were installed 
in December! 

The group also inquired about a potential crosswalk light to be added 
at 43rd & Chantilly. Unfortunately, this intersection did meet the re-
quirements set forth by the Texas Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices, so it will not be receiving a crosswalk at this time. 

Secondly, Ngan Nguyen assisted when CP resident Roger Souders 
reached out concerning drainage issues on the corner of Lehman and 
Park Plaza. Water at this corner raises significantly faster than other 
places in the neighborhood and residents in that vicinity were growing 
concerned for their homes. With District C’s help, the city is 
investigating the issues and we are awaiting the outcome. 

We are grateful to have our City Council Member so invested in the 
matters of our everyday lives and working hard to make Candlelight 
Plaza an even better place to live! 

Maintenance  &  

Beautif ication  

Thanks to Rebecca and Sean Marshall who in-
stalled weed mats in the flower beds and power 
washed the brick walls and mortar caps at our 
main entrance. New landscape lighting has been 
donated and needs to be installed. 

The Social Committee is trying like crazy to plan 
and provide activities for our residents that are 
both fun AND MOST important safe for every-
one. They are hoping to continue our Annual 
Summer Bash, combining it with a Movie Night 
in the park. Talks are underway for a monthly 
Food Truck/Drink night. These type of events 
do not cost the Civic Club; they simply require a 
minimum number of purchases. This has been 
done with the Bovine & Barley drink truck as 
well as a snow-cone vendor. 

The Candlegram needs a new Editor. We are 
adrift without a communications liaison. Please 
volunteer! 

Welc ome n ew  

volunt eers  

THANK YOU V ETERAN v olunteers  

Thank you to Mike Harryman, who is retiring  as the Civic Club Treas-
urer. Mike will be moving into the Membership Committee Chair. He 
has previously served as Civic Club President and Area Director. 

Thank you to Lorraine Cole, who has served as Area IV Co-Director 
for many years. She and Bob Alban have made it their mission to make Area IV the 
best and most involved Area. 

Thank you to Suzannah Mays, who has served for two years as Publicity 2 (Candlegram 
Editor). We’ll miss you, but look forward to working with you in other capacities. 

Thank you to Andrew Johnson who is retiring from his multi-year service as Member-
ship Committee Chair. 

Thank you to other residents who volunteer with their time and energy so that our sub-
division continues to be a place where we are proud to call home. Cyndi Moore. Can-
dace Helstrom. Dorothy Vetrano. Paige Ochterbeck. Kal Massad. Susan Fitzpatrick. 
Chris Ochterbeck. Danny Cannon. Heidi Skiff. Taylor Schleier. Paul Witkowski. 
Heather Hanrahan. 

Bruce Haupt, Treasurer 

Will Cook, Security 

Shana Gerosa, Area IV Co-Director 

Doug Payne, Area III Co-Director 

https://nextdoor.com/p/N2PcH-Jm3CtS?view=detail


ANNUAL  MEET ING ,  E LECT IONS ,  DUES   

and the  ballot  box  

Candlelight Plaza Civic Club  
2021 Election Slate 

BOARD  
POSITION 

NAME NO YES 

President: 
Candace 
Helstrom 

  

1st Vice  
President: 

Cyndi 
Moore   

2nd Vice  
President: 

Dorothy 
Vetrano 

  

One ballot per household.  

Cut along dotted line and deliver to Ballot Box 

at 1022 Bethlehem or at Annual meeting. 

The Civic Club Annual Meeting (required by our Bylaws) will 
be held Saturday, February 27th at 9:30 a.m. The meeting will 
be held outdoors at the corner of Bethlehem and Park Plaza. 
A flyer will be distributed in February when details have been 
solidified. Of course, every plan is contingent upon the ever-
changing state of  the COVID virus. Any gatherings are com-
pletely voluntary and those in attendance will be asked to 
Mask Up and practice social distancing. Hand sanitizer will be 
provided The Board is hoping to provide another fabulous 
Pancake Breakfast! 

Elections for President and Vice Presidents are also required 
by our Bylaws. Vote at the meeting, or drop off a ballot in the 
ballot box at the corner of Bethlehem and Park Plaza @ 1022 
Bethlehem. The is also a great time to pay your 2021 dues and 
constable fees (which can also be dropped off at the ballot box 
at the corner of Bethlehem and Park Plaza. 

Greetings from Durham and Happy New Year 
to all of our friends and neighbors!   

A blend of in-person and virtual learning con-
tinues at Durham. Teachers and staff are work-

ing extremely hard to support students and families during such 
an unprecedented situation.  

In December, the PTA hosted a Teacher and Staff Appreciation 
Lunch and a Holiday Cultural Celebration Day allowed students 
to learn about the holiday traditions of various cultures based on 
each grade level’s International Baccalaureate country of study.  

There is a new and EASY way to support Durham - by linking your 
Amazon and Kroger accounts to the school. Follow the simple 
steps below, and these organizations will donate a portion of your 
purchases. It really does add up - so far this school year we have 
received over $1,000! Thank you, neighbors!  

Amazon Smile 
Visit www.smile.amazon.com 
Sign in or create an account. 
Under “Accounts and Lists” go to “Your AmazonSmile”. 
Choose Durham Elementary PTA as your charity. 
BE SURE to login to www.smile.amazon.com for EVERY pur-
chase. 
 
Kroger Community Rewards (School ID: KR385) 
Visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com 
Sign in or create an account. 
Go to “My Account” then “Community Rewards 
Choose “Enroll” 
Search for “Durham Elementary” 
Click “Enroll” under the Durham Elementary listing (4803 Brink-
man St.) 

DURHAM ELEM ENTARY  



Constable Dispatch (713) 755-7628 
 Non-HPD Emergency (713) 884-3131 
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Reminder:  No cul-de-sac parking on trash pickup days.    

Trash Pickup 

       Trash &  
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Waste Pickup 
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NEW YEAR 
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BALLOT AND VOTE REMITTANCE 

 

ANNUAL 

MEETING 

Trash Pickup 

Trash Pickup 

Heavy 

Waste Pickup 

       Trash &  

Recycling 

  Trash & Recycling 

Cut along the dotted lines and 

return your vote to the ballot 

box at 1022 Bethlehem or at the 

February 27th Annual Meeting.  

Ballot on other side! 


