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Area IV Yard of the Month 1006 Lehman Area I Yard of the Month 1130 Bethlehem 

Starting June 1 and ending November 30 starts one of the least pleasant seasons in Houston, Hurricane Season.  While we all 

hope for the best and a light season to all,  it is a good idea to take these quiet times to prepare for the worst.  Even though we 

are not on the coast, high winds, rain, water, and even tornadoes can reek havoc this far inland and it's best to be prepared. 

First and foremost identify your hurricane risk.  Take a moment to walk your property and ask yourself questions ahead of 

time; Am I in a flood-prone area? What in my yard could become a projectile in high winds? Where are the safest places in 

my home to wait out a storm? Do I have dead trees or branches close to my home? This is only a start as there are many fac-

tors to consider in your unique situation. 

Now that you have thought about your situation, make an emergency plan and share it with your household, friends, and 

family.  Start by thinking of broader issues such as the following;  How will I receive emergency alerts and warnings? What is 

my shelter plan? What is my evacuation route?  How will I communicate with my household when I need to?  Do I need to 

update my emergency preparedness kit? Once you have these broader items outlined consider more specific things that apply 

to you and your household.  Do I have enough medical supplies to meet my needs?  What will we do with any pets that may 

not travel well?  Do we have veterinary supplies? Does our plan accommodate any member with special needs? 

In your plan, you should also identify an evacuation zone, a safe place you can go if necessary. Take time to decide ahead of 

time where the line is on when to evacuate, this may be before the storm ever makes landfall.  For instance, if a family mem-

ber has medical needs that rely on electricity you may evacuate before a storm even makes landfall.  Also, communicate ahead 

of time to friends or family that you may need to evacuate to their location so they can be prepared for you. 

Update or make a hurricane kit.  A basic list can be found at www.ready.gov/kit.  Make sure you add to your kit items that fit 

your situation such as medications, pet food, and important documents.  There are many places to get ideas for your kit, but 

more importantly, make your kit one that can last for a long time in the event it's not used.  In addition, do not hoard supplies, 

no one wants to relive the toilet paper shortages! If you can do so, safely try to stock your kit over time.  Now is 

also a good time to make digital backups of important documents as well as cherished photos, papers, or keep-

sakes.  Consider putting valuables or cherished items in more secure storm-resistant locations such as top shelves 

or water-tight containers. 

Finally, if your situation allows it see how you can help others.  Reach out to friends, family, and neighbors who 

and offer what you can.  While we think of the worst we can do the best.  Make this a family activity and teach 

your children the importance of planning, critical thinking, and being prepared. Use it as an excuse to reach out 

to relatives and friends that we haven't seen or spoken to in a while.   

 

 



Yes, that is a drilling rig. 

Yes, that is a 1,000 gallon tank. 

Yes, that is a sidewalk to nowhere. 

No, this is not in Alaska with an oil rig and the “bridge to no-
where”.  It is in Candlelight Plaza, on Lehman street. 

The drilling rig will bore seven holes, 300 feet deep, for geo-
thermal loops.  The new home will be heated/cooled (air and 
water), via the consistent temperature of the earth.  Although 
geothermal costs more than a traditional a/c system, with the 
current 26% Federal Tax credit, the payback is estimated with-
in six years.  It is expected that the heating/cooling costs of the 
house will be reduced by 60%. 

The tank will harvest rainwater.  It is estimated that in the 
77018 zip code, with a 2,000 square foot roof, we can capture 
45,000 gallons of water throughout the year.  Although we 
will be only using this for irrigation, we will have the compo-
nents available to add a filter, to make it potable water in the 
future.  

For those of you considering a significant remodel, the City of 
Houston had an ordinance that was planned for April 1, 2021 
that MANDATED a water retention system if the lot size is 
greater than 7,500 square feet.  It seems that most lots in our 
neighborhood are ~7,800 square feet.  This ordinance was 
postponed until a later date and the lot size back under debate. 

As for the sidewalk to nowhere, it IS going to happen unless 
we, as a neighborhood, decide we do not want this and file a 
Walkable Places Plan (WPP).  City Ordinance Number 2020-
684, effective October 1, 2020, requires a sidewalk to pass 
permitting in our neighborhood.  There is a waiver for exemp-
tion, but unfortunately our Lehman lot doesn’t meet the crite-
ria. 

So, neighbors, what do you think?  Shall we start building a 
sidewalk house-by-house in a disjointed manner?  Or should 
we organize and file a WPP to exempt Candlelight Plaza? 

More information can be found at  

https://www.houstontx.gov/planning/Commissions/
committee_walkable-places.html 

- Christine Gorman 

  

Candlelight Plaza Board  
President  Candace Helstrom 
First VP   Cyndi Moore 
Second VP  Dorothy Vetrano 

Treasurer  (Open Position)  
Secretary  Paige Ochterbeck 
 

Area Directors  
Area I   Jordan  McDonough 
   Paul Witkowski 
Area II   Andrew Johnson 
   Heather Hanrahan 
Area III   Shawn Marshall 
   Doug Payne 
Area IV   Shana Gerosa 
   Bob Alban 
 

Committee Chairs 
Holiday   Heidi Skiff 
Security (Interim) Will Cook 
Greeting   Kal Massad 
Improve &   Rebecca Marshall 
Beautification  
Membership  Mike Harryman 
Publicity   Bradley Cayce 
Restrictions & Grievance Susan Fitzpatrick 
Social   Danny Cannon 
Historian  Susan Fitzpatrick 

 

 

Embox—Verb  
Em-box 

Definition of poltophagy 

1: to enclose in or as if in a box 

See if you can work our vocab word into a conver-
sation today!   

Area II Yard of the Month 1030 Del Norte Area III Yard of the Month 4910 Apollo 



 

Do you want to get involved in your Neighborhood 
Civic Club?  Did your astute eye perhaps notice some-
thing new on the CP Board passage? Well, today is 
your lucky day, a position has just opened up on the 
CP board for the position of Treasurer. 

The treasurer is responsible for managing the Civic 
Clubs funds.  This includes taking in all receipts and 
expenditures and signing all checks to pay for said ex-
penditures.  In addition, the treasure keeps the Civic 
Club’s books for review by the president and the 
board. 

Are you good with money and looking to get more in-
volved in the community?  Send an email to 
cpcc.candlegram@gmail.com for review and consider-
ation by the board! 

 

It's that time of year again, the bats and the dragonflies 
are swooping low to devour the “unofficial” Houston 
Mascot.  The dreaded Mosquito!  These winged menaces 
are buzzing in force again bringing plague and pesti-
lence to all those not fogged in a cloud of bug spray.   
 
But, all is not lost!  You can do your part to reduce their 
breeding ground.  Take a moment to walk around your 
property and look for spawning locations.   
 
Empty containers or pools of standing stagnate water, 
add drainage to potted plants that fill with water.  Larvae 
only need between four and 14 days to form into their 
biting bigger brethren.  Try filling low spots in your yard 
that pond in heavy rain.  In serious cases consider in-
stalling a French drain system, it will help with drainage 
all year round and can keep your home better protected 
from flooding.  If you can’t drain an area consider add-
ing coffee grounds to help kill off eggs already laid. 
 
If possible relocate potted plants indoors or plant insect-
repelling plants such as mint, lemon balm, basil, and 
garlic.  
 
We even made this a weekend warrior item for July to 
help try and keep the population down. 

 

Constable Dispatch (713) 755-7628  

Non-HPD Emergency (713) 884-3131   

 

 

 

SUCCESS!! After 3 maybe 4 cancellations for rain and that 

one time for the threat of rain we were finally able to let the 

bags fly at Shepherd Park on Saturday June 19.  Big shout out 

to all those that were able to attend, those that played and 

those that watched, cheered (and jeered) while eating deli-

cious pulled pork combo meals.   

Twelve teams competed on the day in front of a record 

crowd of more than 40 neighbors and friends – even the 

Constables stopped by to join in the fun.  In the end, the 

spoils went to Curtis Hazel and Danny Cannon, twice, while 

Chris Moore and Chase Baker took the third tournament as 

the sun was setting.  

It was a great day in the neighborhood, that raised money for 

a worthy cause and offered everyone a chance to build 

stronger bonds within our community.  I know I look for-

ward to many more events, now that we have one successful 

event under our belts…post pandemic.  

Huge thank you to Steven and Heidi Skiff, for cooking the 

pulled pork and hauling all the supplies to and from the 

park.  Also, I want to recognize the efforts of my wife 

Heather and son Aidan who planned, loaded, 

unloaded, crafted, and sweated to help pull 

this off – absolutely would not have been 

successful without everyone’s help.  

Finally, a big THANK YOU to all that played, 

showed up and contributed time and money 

to our wonderful and awesome neighbor-

hood!!   

Danny Cannon 



June/July 2021 

Did you know?  July is national hot dog month?  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2 3 4 

 

30 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

TRASH & RECYCING REMINDER:    No cul-de-sac parking on pickup days.            

Trash & 
 Recycling 

Tree 
Waste 
Pickup 

Trash  
Pick Up 

Clean out    

mosquito 

breeding areas 

Donate         

unwanted items 

to charity  

Rotate         

mattresses 

Total due by check 

Civic Club Dues $50.00 

Constable Program $262.25 

 

Total Due by PayPal 

Civic Club Dues $51.75 

Constable Program $270.15 

Sort through 

the “junk 

Drawer” 

Clean out a 

closet 

Trash  
Pick Up 

Trash  
Pick Up 

Trash & 
 Recycling 

Independence 
Day 

Dempsey “Blue” Cannon 2014-2021 

Dempsey “Blue” Cannon came into  our lives and the Candle-
light Plaza neighborhood on May 22, 2014. 

He was a loving and strong presence in the neighborhood and a 
ROCK STAR to everyone he met. 

Dempsey passed away on June 
5, 2021 at 7 years old and will 
be lovingly remembered and 
missed! 

We appreciate all the love and 
support we have received  

from everyone! Sincerely,   
Danny, Heather & DEMPSEY 
Cannon 

 

 

The Candlegram is looking for ad-
vertiser support!  Send an email to 
cpcc.candlegram@gmail.com to get 
current packages and rates and 

August 14th will be the summer carnival 

and the we need volunteers!  If you are 

interested in helping contact Danny Can-


